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Family History Preservation and 
Conservation

Presentation Outline:

·What is preservation and conservation?

·Why preserve your family history?

·What is your family history? 

·Where can you find your family history?

·Who wants to know about your family history?

·How to preserve your family history?

Family History Preservation 

and Conservation 21  August 2010 2



ñAll actions aimed at the safeguarding of 

cultural property for the future. The purpose of 
conservation is to study, record, retain and restore 
the culturally significant qualities of the object with 
the least possible intervention.ò
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What is the preservation and 
conservation of your family history?

All actions aimed at safeguarding your 
family history objects for the future.
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1.  If you donôt, who will 
do it?
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Why preserve your 
family history?

2.  The family forms the basic unit of 
society. Therefore, family histories 
form an important reflection of our 
country, culture and society.

In the practice of records management 
we are taught that we keep records 
to preserve the collective memory, 
ñhuman records give record of life.ò
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Why preserve your 
family history?

3.  Develops bonds between 
generations. 

4.  Some individuals require 
molecular genealogies of their 
ancestors to know if they may be 
a carrier of a genetic disorder or 
have a genetic disorder. 
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· Is it an old textile or fragile china 
belonging to an ancestor?

·Grandmaôs secret recipe for tea 
biscuits?

·Music and dances passed from 
generation to generation?

·A dying language taught from 
parent to child?

·A picture?
·A journal?
·Audio and visual sound 

recordings?
·Paper documents and books?
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What is your family 
history?

·Genealogy is defined in the Oxford Dictionary 
as:  ñA line of descent traced from an ancestor, 
the study of lines of descent.ò

·Family history is more encompassing and 
can include tangible and intangible items.
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All around you in 
your home and in 
the homes of your 
extended families.

Your family 
members. 
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Example of a Common Family Prayer Book  
Containing Family History Information
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